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that preachegChnsnath. *Give:it*
~ some’ Us:-government»%money*'to
work with, clode ties to gover;unents
of the:ThitdWorld nations where it |
servw.xaown,aizz and radid service;.
as3L mﬂhona«xear budget and4,000-
workersin 36 countries: LeEit:bring
hteraey~—-an¢ ax healthytdosavof
westenrcnlture—-tcrremote.lndxan..
*mbe&'Wh‘at’dﬁ‘you‘g'ét’ szt el
zYnu.geuhe.Wycuffe Bible Tran=
sIators* and“its: two affiliates;ithex]
“Sunifier. Institute of nguxsncs :andH
the Jungle"Air and Radio Servicelsy) .-
But some "people, asking thesame:
‘queéstions; Coime up with-a dlfferent
. answer —. the*Amencan CIA.. L e
' ’I’he—charge that Wyc!fﬁe is aGIA, |
'fronthas been made— and su'ongly
denied — before. but neveras'draa—
"matically fas in Columbia, where-a
band of guenll’as kidnapped a-Wyc::
liffe worker; '28~year-old Chester<A:+
‘Bitterman 1lT;'om'Jan._19 and threat<y
-ened to kill him if his organization:
’ dxdnot leavethecountryby Feb-193.;
“ The'guerillas, who have since ex:-
tended the deadline, said the-insti?
tute wasw*a mask of the CIAs:to”

establish a‘military espionage opera=| -

nom--as-welbas :the search. and.ex-.

ploitation of ous natural resources:
... Bitterm: an-and, his.. wife:began |

work m.Columbla m@:um:w

e ?ransia’iﬁr

£3f “andfound that .many ‘small-tribes

“them. i
\....W&chffelsrelyinétihgo emmen.t‘

..efforts-to win ' Bitterman s~release
but.xthnnor.;eaveColumbxa,wher i
~it has operated for,19: yeags. accord-
-ingto ‘spokeswomnan, Bétty, BIair. ;.o 73]
<z *Wedon'twantlo Ieavethe ple
- we're trying toserve,Tshe said.*And

Y A4

Ztoyieid here would ]eopardxze other-

—peoplein-all our ather couiitriés ahd ;

--peoplein other.6rganizations:We al:
“'SaTeel we
-Lord in this an .not.run.scared_;,,
T Wycliffe;; a:.,hondenommanonal

“nonecclesiastical .evangelical orga-

‘pization,-iS based,in;Huntington
* Beach, Calif It was named after John
- Wycliffe, as14th Century Enghsh Bi:;
-bletranslator! The" orgahx;anon was.
_founded in- 1934
_Tawiisend, Whosat. 84.StiLr

 be faithfal to the -

by W.:Ca linerou’?
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"~ Townsend had traveled to Cantral.
TATierica as a college studentin 1917

spoie languages other than their na-
“tion’s official language: - He- then
spent 11years reducing the.spoken’
_language of the Cakchiquwl Tribeof’f
Guatemala to a written language, fi<,
“nally<producing, 4. New . Testaru‘ent'
“translation..i .. iy OpLge
= Townsend.was. commmed to the
“biblical notion: that Christ'called for .
every;person on- Earth~to:hear the-
sél and fdunded Wycliffé to tran-.
2siate fhe Bibleinto even th  most ab-;

—scu-re:lauguage . i =
e organization ~Has' :now -
; catalogued 5,103 1anguages, some of*
‘them spoken by:-fewer than 100 peo-~’
ple. It has produced Biblesin 800 lan-;
’:'guages and is working on 650 more:
#-translations. Wycliffe has produced,
i :~the™first ‘written~form" of many “of

sthose languages.":

LRty
£ "We're alphabet makers, “said”
¥ Blaxr who said -most of the people%
3 Wychffe serves are  “isolated geo-
*g_graphxcally" andcalturally from tbe ;
rrest of theix country. { o

A typlca} team from:the Summer‘
~ Institute 'of Linguistics,:which does
 tife actual’field work,-iS,a;married
couple ortwo single women wholive
\thh ..an.."indigenous 'slanguage:
. ‘group” - (Some" object"to'* the- label
i tribe”), for.the 15-20 years it takes
w10 completeus work, Blaxr saxd* =
~ e - _é,n,\,’_‘ oo e Ty .z

~—She. said the team prodtices-p
ers and other-educational matena13°
~‘a dictionary <-sometimes, if the peo--
‘plewaut it; providing-a bridge to the-~
~“national language —and aNew Tes-~:
;tament transfanon. DS PN by o
<% Last year, the Institute won the In-
‘-temaﬁonal z*"Readxng */Association.-.
“:Award preséfited by UNESCO for-its:
“work-in Papua New Guinea. The in--

! 'stitute-has begun _a ajor literacy;
projectin the Sudan, with a $1.4 mil-.
lion grant:from the_ US.'Agency for
International "Development: provid-
'mg-27 percent-of the cost i¥oit 5.3

AR ewp—,-u-v,..

Q’serves a chiture.”

' Culmra change an the nme ‘she-
. saxd and-remote tribal cultures are-

-changed -by. their contact with.the-

_outside world. Wycliffe’s work helps-

them. .cope .with_that- contact and }
- change, she said: "4

s :She said Wychffe does not prosely-

“tize, but simply- presents’the New:
. Testament ~and * offers:” people a°
‘choice.-Wade Coggins;-director of’
‘the 83-member Evangelical Foreign
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‘Wyclitfe’s critics- — including a:

' national association”of "anthropolo-

gists from Mexico, some -Indian.
tribes and some:nonevangehcal mis-
sionaries — accuse the orgamzanon_

-of “cultural. nnpenahsm sunder: |
‘mining the basic. cultures ‘of - the

groups they help -tThey have a very:

- ‘gringo” image,”- $aid -one-. Cathohc

mlssmnary:~ A "‘;"(‘-‘&*B‘?”
‘- Blalr counters that 7 pumng an-un-
writtens Ianguage on*~paper pre-

.-i\W'

w3as A g "

Mission Association, says-hisgroup’s.

‘members regard Wycliffe highly... .

Ruthann Geib, who runs the Sum-
mier Institute for Linguistics® halson
office in Washmgton said in an in- ;
terview that the institute has been
asked to leave Mexico, Peru and Pa-
nama because of criticism, but that
all three governments had laer i in-]
vited it back in for new prolecrs after’
the institute beefed up its govem-
ment‘:elanons efforts.ﬂ;_;- P

e oy

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/09 : CIA-RDP90-00806R000100570015-2




